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This workshop connects two transformations.  The first is the transformation in the international science shop network as it encounters societal circumstances very different from those in the places of its origin.  The second is the transformation in post socialist countries that are one of the new sites for science shops.  The confluence of these two transformations in the post socialist countries creates an exceptionally dynamic and challenging space for participatory research practices and policies.  The experiences in this space are new ones for the science shop network and post socialist countries alike, so the workshop should interest observers of post socialist countries as well as people interested in the changing characteristics and roles of science shops.
Our specific cases are from the Czech Republic, Hungary, and Romania.  Their unique setting for participatory knowledge practices and policies is most readily appreciated in comparison with similar developments in the rest of the world.  In Europe, the invention of the original Dutch science shops was largely the product of student movements for socially-responsible universities, whose concerns resonated with a governing coalition elected in 1973 on a campaign theme of “equal distribution of income, wealth and knowledge.”  The Netherlands was an ideal environment for these developments because of its deeply rooted “polder culture” of consultation and accommodation among social groups.  By the early 1980s, science shops had been started in at least seven of western Europe’s social democracies.  
Participatory practices emerged at the same time in North America where political cultures are more individualistic, but civil society institutions are very highly developed.  While these participatory research efforts generally lacked the orderly concept of a “shop” at universities where community groups could apply for research collaboration, many were based at universities.  Those that were not usually had significant connections with universities through the participation of faculty, students and staff in the social movements of the time.  
Finally, participatory practices in the global South also developed in the 1970s from a similar political impulse that sought alternatives to the failures of mainstream development assistance and support for postcolonial government initiatives.  The material support for this strand of participatory research came from newly decolonized states such as Tanzania, as well as official and philanthropic development programs based in the social democracies of western Europe and Canada.  Scholars from both the North and South were typically involved in these projects.
In this global context, the most obvious difference facing science shops in the post socialist countries of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) is that civil society organizations, whose concerns science shops ideally would address, were repressed to the brink of extinction under socialist rule.  Despite regime change, most have not developed the political and organizational capacity for collaboration.  In part, this reflects the decidedly mixed blessing of the post socialist transition.  On the one hand, there is greater freedom for association; on the other, the prospect of exercising this freedom is impaired by the erosion of traditional social ties that had survived the socialist period, as well as the erosion of other solidarities that formed during the socialist era as underground movements.  Along with the advent of consumerism, growing inequality, organized crime, and other accoutrements of globalization, these factors comprise a rather barren social environment for participatory research practices.  Nonetheless, the new science shops in this region have met with initial successes in linking university resources with community and regional needs, and additional shops are now on the drawing boards.  What accounts for these successes?  How sustainable are they?  If civil society in CEE is weak, is it plausible that science shops might contribute to its development?
The workshop will focus on the mutual influences between CEE science shops and research policies and practices at the local, regional and international levels.  While much of the CEE science shop experience mirrors participatory research practices elsewhere, we will focus on those that appear to diverge.  For example, universities in CEE for the most part are attended by students from their immediate region.  Given the weak and externally-dependent nature of NGOs in the region, students have often been the link to communities.  Does this practice dilute the intention that science shops respond to civil society concerns, or is this instead an inventive means of helping develop a stronger civil society?  Another issue is modernization:  much of the cultural and political impetus for earlier participatory research movements drew on dissatisfaction with the modernist paradigm as reflected in universities and international development programs.  Is the modernization to which CEE science shops aspire the same as what was rejected 30 years ago in western Europe and North America?  A similar question arises concerning private enterprise.  Established science shops are designed to provide research for civil society groups who lack the resources to do it themselves.  Are CEE science shop collaborations with industry and SMEs a dangerous deviation from the science shop model, or an appropriate application of it in new circumstances?  How do existing research policies influence or shape the practical answers to these questions?  How can practical innovations by science shops be translated into research policies at the local, regional and international levels?
This workshop includes presentations by staff at four science shops in the Czech Republic, Hungary and Romania.  They include scientists with significant experience at universities during the socialist era, who thus have worked under radically divergent modes of science in society over the course of their careers.  In addition to the science shop staff, two science shop veterans from other regions (one Dutch, one American) who have participated in the Central and Eastern European developments will make presentations at the workshop.
The presenters and prominent themes in their contributions are:

Richard Worthington, Pomona College and Loka Institute, USA – situating science shops in the contexts of globalization, changing university-society relations, and participatory practices in knowledge production; relationship of trends in these areas to emerging research policies at national and international levels
Bálint Balázs, Scienceshop.hu, Gödöllő, Hungary; challenges of connecting community-based research, participatory regional planning, and a science-society interface through the science shop
Diana Cupsa and Ilie Telcean, Science Shop at University of Oradea, Romania – developing community support and municipal funding; professional advancement for students and faculty through science shops

Lucian Georgescu, Science Shop at University “Dunarea de Jos”, Galati, Romania; science shops in the context of regional environmental research; science shop as a contributor to curriculum modernization and professionalization across sectors (university, government, NGO)
Jiri and Vlasta Holas, EDUCO CZ, Czech Republic; the science shop as a dissemination platform for rural economic development strategies in the biofuels sector; comparison of knowledge transfer under the socialist regime and through the science shop

Arie Fokkink, Green Grid Consultants, Enschede, Netherlands; environmental movements and science shops in Central and Eastern Europe 

